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With just
26 letters:FUNFFFFUUUUNNNNFUN

FACTS
FFFFAAAACCCCTTTTSSSS
FACTS

the English alphabet has 44 sounds
145 ways to spell 24 consonant sounds

216 ways to spell 17 vowel sounds



FUNFFFFUUUUNNNNFUN
FACTS
FFFFAAAACCCCTTTTSSSS
FACTS

Only 1,000 words
make up 90%

of
Written English

(Fry, Edward, 1994)



THE JOURNEYTTTTHHHHEEEE JJJJOOOOUUUURRRRNNNNEEEEYYYYTHE JOURNEY
IT'S MORE THAN JUST YOUR ABC'SIIIITTTT''''SSSS MMMMOOOORRRREEEE TTTTHHHHAAAANNNN JJJJUUUUSSSSTTTT YYYYOOOOUUUURRRR AAAABBBBCCCC''''SSSSIT'S MORE THAN JUST YOUR ABC'S

PRINT CONCEPTSPPPPRRRRIIIINNNNTTTT CCCCOOOONNNNCCCCEEEEPPPPTTTTSSSSPRINT CONCEPTS
ALPHABETIC SYSTEMAAAALLLLPPPPHHHHAAAABBBBEEEETTTTIIIICCCC SSSSYYYYSSSSTTTTEEEEMMMMALPHABETIC SYSTEM

PHONEMIC AWARENESSPPPPHHHHOOOONNNNEEEEMMMMIIIICCCC AAAAWWWWAAAARRRREEEENNNNEEEESSSSSSSSPHONEMIC AWARENESS
COMPREHENSIONCCCCOOOOMMMMPPPPRRRREEEEHHHHEEEENNNNSSSSIIIIOOOONNNNCOMPREHENSION

VOCABULARYVVVVOOOOCCCCAAAABBBBUUUULLLLAAAARRRRYYYYVOCABULARY
PHONICSPPPPHHHHOOOONNNNIIIICCCCSSSSPHONICS

DECODINGDDDDEEEECCCCOOOODDDDIIIINNNNGGGGDECODING



26 Letter Names
26 Letter Symbols 
26 Letter Sounds
Vowel Long and Short Sounds
Upper and Lower Cases 
Multiple Fonts

As children grasp that every sound has a
picture, we start teaching the basic ABC's.
Easy peasy, right? Well, for some it is, but for
many of us, it is hard work. 

Consider this: 

English also does not make things easy as one
bridges into words beyond those like c-a-t.  For
example, how many ways can you write the
sound "k" or "shun"?



TIPS ANDTTTTIIIIPPPPSSSS AAAANNNNDDDDTIPS AND
TRICKSTTTTRRRRIIIICCCCKKKKSSSSTRICKSAs your child

begins
independent

reading, make it a
topic for daily meal

time discussion.

Be careful not to
unintentionally add

extra sounds to
single letters.

(P is not puh; but
mostly a puff of air.)

Electronics
make it easier to

identify letters on a
screen rather than

creating them. Early
learners can practice

tracing letters and
even making them in

shaving cream.

Always turn the
Closed Captioning
on when your child

watches video.

Check out PCI's
Education

Connection's
Making the Most of

Read Alouds!

Read together daily,
not only in your

curriculum activities,
but as a shared

leisurely activity.



Let them seeLLLLeeeetttt tttthhhheeeemmmm sssseeeeeeeeLet them see
YOUYYYYOOOOUUUUYOU

reading!rrrreeeeaaaaddddiiiinnnngggg!!!!reading!



STRATEGY FOR

SSSSTTTTRRRRAAAATTTTEEEEGGGGYYYY FFFFOOOORRRR

STRATEGY FOR

BIG WORDS
BBBBIIIIGGGG WWWWOOOORRRRDDDDSSSS
BIG WORDS

TRY CHUNKING...TTTTRRRRYYYY CCCCHHHHUUUUNNNNKKKKIIIINNNNGGGG............TRY CHUNKING...

Mul

syl
ti la

bic



Use a pencil to mark the word into chunks
Look for any familiar pieces of the word
Each syllable or known parts should be a
chunk
Try to start each chunk with a consonant
One vowel sound per chunk
Chunks can be sounded out and then blended
together
Say the word aloud - Does it sound correct?d

CHUNKINGCCCCHHHHUUUUNNNNKKKKIIIINNNNGGGGCHUNKING

decoding



PACIFIC CHARTER
INSTITUTE FAMILY OF

SCHOOLS ARE
COMMITTED TO

PROVIDING RESOURCES,
MONITORING FOR

LEARNING GAPS OR
CHALLENGES, AND

INDIVIDUALIZING FOR
EACH STUDENT'S

ACHIEVEMENT!

READING IS TOO IMPORTANT TO
YOUR CHILD'S ACADEMIC SUCCESS

TO TAKE RISKS!
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